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adapted to the ends sought, from a very wide experience in teaching botany 
in both secondary school and college. In the hands of a competent teacher, 
it will serve to inspire the pupil with interest and enthusiasm, and train him 
in habits of self-reliance, close observation, and accuracy. 

An epoch-making book in the field of elementary natural science} — In 
glancing through the pages of Mr. Downing's Source Book of Biological 
Nature Study one fact strikes us with overwhelming force — namely, how 
immense an array of valuable and instructive matter can be presented to the 
student without a trace of dullness or pedantry. Here we have before us the 
life and habits of bugs, insects, fish, crustaceans, reptiles, birds, wild and 
domestic animals, in an ascending scale, presented to us with a vividness 
which enchains our interest from beginning to end. We become familiar 
with the wayside flowers and trees, past which we have been traveling with 
unseeing eyes and unheeding feet; we learn something of reforestation activi- 
ties, of gardening and horticulture, of the morphology of plants and the care 
and raising of domestic animals. And all in so attractive a manner that we 
seem less to be learning than watching the great drama of life unfolding 
before our fascinated gaze. Nor is all this offered us at the expense of a more 
accurate and systematic knowledge of the subject. We slide by easy degrees 
into a deeper view of phenomena and relationships, until at last we find 
ourselves equipped for a wider acquaintance with the various disciplines 
involved than even this notable volume can offer us. And toward this con- 
summation we are helped by an extensive bibliography offered at the end of 
each absorbing chapter. In the words of the author, the material presented 
is 'thrown into problem form, is selected for its social and practical values, 
and yet is commonplace, so that the everyday things may stand revealed 
as the wonders they really are.' 

This restatement of the subject-matter of science, exhaustively illus- 
trated, marks a distinct step forward in methods of instruction. The enthu- 
siasm with which it has been received in educational circles should find its 
parallel in popular appreciation, for it offers, in a degree unequaled by any 
previous work of its kind, information both useful and delightful to the 
student, the teacher, the business man, the farmer and all whose interest 
in the practical aspects of the world of life have not suffered incurable atrophy 
and decay. The volume is literally a moving picture of natural history and 
a wide open door to vaster and more comprehensive fields of research." 2 

F. A. Chappell. 



1 E. R. Downing, A Source Book of Biological Nature Study. Chicago: The University 
of Chicago Press, 1919. Pp. xxi4-503. $3.00. 

2 A reprint, with permission, from the Chicago Daily News book page. 



